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1. Introduction  

The aim of the Low Carbon Footprint Hybrid Battery Charger (LCC) project is to charge a 

battery for vehicular applications using the renewable energy resources of photovoltaic 

arrays and a wind turbine.  The project will emphasize efficient energy collection and 

usage by developing algorithms to maximize renewable energy use and minimize utility 

A.C. energy use.  In addition, the user will have the ability to choose three different 

modes based on how they want to charge the battery.  The modes of operation are: 

maximum battery life, minimum charge time, and emergency charge.  The completed 

system will require: 

1. using photovoltaic arrays and a wind turbine as renewable energy sources 

2. a power control system to optimize use of renewable energy 

3. a microcontroller based user interface 

4. charging systems for the stationary and mobile battery 
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2. High Level Block Diagram  

Figure 2.1 depicts the high level system block diagram.  This flow chart shows primary 

objectives in white and extended objectives shaded.  If time permits the shaded blocks 

will be implemented, but are not necessary for basic functionality.  In Figure 2.1, the 

dotted lines represent control signals and the solid lines represent power flow.  The 

control signals will be used to control the flow of power and transmit data for the user 

interface.  Power flow is the path the power will follow through the charging process to 

reach the mobile battery.   

 

 

Figure 2.1: High Level System Block Diagram 
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2.1 Subsystems 

Refer to Figure 2.1 as each subsystem is briefly explained. 

2.1.1 Renewable Energy 

The renewable energy subsystem includes wind and solar energy.  Ideally, wind energy 

would be provided by a full scale wind turbine, and solar energy would be provided by a 

photovoltaic array.  For proof of concept, a DC motor will drive a DC generator 

simulating a scaled down version of a wind turbine.  Photovoltaic cells will be used to 

collect power from the sun. 

2.1.2 Stationary Battery Charger 

The stationary battery charger will process the two renewable energy sources to 

generate a single regulated output voltage capable of charging a stationary battery.  The 

battery charger will always operate in a mode consistent with maximizing the stationary 

battery’s life, and will always be charging as long as the renewable power does not drop 

below a certain threshold.  The minimum power threshold has not yet been determined. 

 2.1.3 Stationary Battery 

The stationary battery will store renewable energy until power is needed to charge a 

mobile battery.  The stationary battery will be composed of Ni-MH to accommodate 

deep cycle discharging, trickle charging, a relatively high number of charge cycles, and 

constant battery capacity throughout its lifetime [1].  When the battery can only hold a 

80% charge, it will be assumed the battery has reached the end of its life [2]. 

2.1.4 Mobile Battery Charger 

The mobile battery charger subsystem is similar to the stationary battery charger 

subsystem.  However, the mobile battery charger will have the ability to switch modes.  

The mobile battery charger will accept power from the stationary battery and the 

(paralleled) stationary battery charger.  If the extended objectives are met, this charger 

will also have the ability to use AC power if no other power is available.  

2.1.5 Mobile Battery 

The mobile battery will be an electric car battery.  For proof of concept, this project will 

use a Panasonic LC-RA1212P 12V lead-acid battery.  The rated capacity for this battery is 

12Ah [3].  The Panasonic datasheet for this battery is included in Appendix A.  Maximum 

battery life and minimal charge time characteristics for this battery will need to be 

researched. 
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2.1.6 Voltage/Current Probes 

Voltage and current sensors will be used to detect available power from the renewable 

sources.  The sensor outputs will be used within the microcontroller system to 

determine what power sources are used to charge the mobile battery.  In addition, the 

sensors will be used to control the charging algorithm for each battery.  If the extended 

objectives are completed, AC power can be used to charge the mobile battery if the 

charge state of the stationary battery is inadequate.   

2.1.7 Power Control System 

The power control system will be an 8-bit microcontroller based module responsible for 

routing the power flow in a manner that maximizes renewable energy utilization.  It will 

analyze data from the user and from the voltage and current sensors to achieve 

optimum battery charging efficiency. 

 

2.1.8 Mobile Charger User Interface Input 

A keypad will be used as the power control system user interface.  From the keypad the 

user will be able to choose the desired mode of operation based on his or her current 

circumstances.  The three modes of operation are: 

• Maximum Battery Life 

o Only the stationary battery is used to charge the mobile battery.  

Renewable energy sources will continue to provide energy to the 

stationary battery and to the mobile battery during charging.  This 

method will charge the mobile battery in such a way as to maximize 

battery life.  As an extended objective, AC power may be used in 

combination with the stationary battery in this step to charge the mobile 

battery.  

• Minimum Charge Time 

o Minimal charge time mode will contain the same sources as maximum 

battery life mode.  However, a different charging algorithm will be used 

in minimal charge time mode to charge the mobile battery as fast as 

possible.   

• Emergency Charge: 

o As an extended objective, an emergency charge mode may be 

implemented.  This mode will use AC power to charge the battery in 

emergency circumstances.  By using AC power, the user can charge the 

battery anywhere a standard 120V power outlet is available. 
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2.1.9 Mobile Charger User Interface Output 

A  LCD controlled by the power control system will be used for interface output.  The 

power control system will have the ability to collect and analyze data to provide the 

user with the following information: 

• battery charging status (charging on/off) 

• extended objectives 

o the charge percentage of maximum capacity 

o the time remaining until the battery is charged to maximum capacity  

o a battery longevity indicator that will indicate approximately how many 

charge cycles the battery will tolerate before replacement is needed 

 

3. Software Flowcharts 

The software will include two separate microcontroller systems, one for the stationary 

battery charger and one for the mobile battery charger. The mobile battery charger 

software will handle user inputs and outputs. The High Level Mobile Battery Charger 

Software Flow Chart is shown in Figure 5.1, where extended objectives are shaded.   

  

Figure 5.1: High Level Mobile Battery Charger Software Flow Chart 
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Depending on which mode is active, the microcontroller determines the correct pulse 

width modulated signal to either maximize battery life or minimize charge time. Also, in 

the extended functionality, an AC source will be used in either an emergency mode or to 

complement the renewable energy to charge the battery in either charge mode. 

Initially, the only output will be the status of the charge i.e. charging or not charging. As 

part of the extended objectives, the user output will additionally display time remaining 

to charge, percent of the battery charged, and a battery longevity indicator. The battery 

longevity indicator would approximate how many charge cycles the battery will tolerate 

before replacement is needed. The High Level Stationary Battery Charger Software Flow 

Chart is shown in Figure 5.2.  The stationary battery charger will function in a manner 

similar to the mobile battery charger except it will always be in the maximum battery 

life mode. 

 

 

Figure 5.2: High Level Stationary Battery Charger Software Flow Chart 
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4. Appendix A 
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